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It is almost unbelievable that it was twelve months ago we had the
Tast AGM and, as I look back, it seems to have been a much smoother
and generally quieter period that the preceding twelve months. There
have been fewer desperate visitors knocking on my door, pointing out
cracks in the foundation than in 1981, My impression is that our
Board of Management has been quietly beavering away, spending their
valuable time in managing our affairs,

I am delighted to see that there are no ugly surprises in the Report

of the Directors, and the statement of accounts. The letter from

Mr A. Kalev seems to put things guite straight. The majority of the
Board seem to be extremely well-qualified professionally as well as
otherwise to carry on for another year. My impression is that we

seem to be in the home straight as far as the major works are concerned,
so the members of the Board who can act in unison should do so and
finish the work of reconstruction that they have started in 1982.

I am personally very happy to see that our relationship with our bankers
has stabilised and that we can actually show a profit this year, with
perhaps incomes from sales of flats next year.

I am extremely pleased to see and experience the way in which the
portering and general maintenance of the blocks have improved. It is
always an advantage to have a stable portering staff that has been
working 1in the mansions long enough to understand the particular problems
that the tenants and the archaic hardware present to them.

I don't know whether it was just the good Summer, but I notice that more
tenants this year have been enjoying the facilities afforded by our
ever-blooming gardens. It is particularly nice to see the roses doing
so well that the Garden Committee planted last season.

For those tenants who are planning to sell their flats in the near
future, the way that the garden looks in the summertime and the way
that the stairwells now Took, redecorated, should help them get a good
sale, especially if the mortgage rate comes down next month.

| So it's been a fast, fairly stable year and in this unstable world,
full of uncertainty, our battle cry should be 'continuity and endeavour'.

Richard Gollner
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interview with Mr Kalev concerning the last 12 months in our estate
and the next 12 months,

R: What do you think the Board's primary achievement has been in the
last 12 wmonths.

K: I would not talk of achicevements but of results., An estate of our
size causes constant problems, some of which are tackled ad hoc,
and others need medium or long term planning.

R: So, 1 concrete terms?

K; T think that the Chairman's statement that accompanied the annual
accounts sums up in a nutshell what my Board was able to deal with;
in order not to be repetitious, I will only point out here that
paying off the bank overdraft, living within our means, saving
£14,000 on estimates, replacing four boilers, and overhauling our
how water and ¢/h systems and last but not least, beginning with
the last stage of outdcor refurbishing, are the main features of
the year, some of which by virtue of their character, spill over
into the coming 12 months.

R: Can we look te the organisation of separate, individual heating
systems on a flat by fiat basis?

K: This would be an ideal solution but would entail changes in the
leases and will need the consent by all long leascholders. It
is difficult at such an ecarly stage to assess the chances of
implementation, But it would be a good thing and though difficult,
should be possible to achieve within three Lo lfour years.

R Do you think that higher and higher standards will need to be
maintained by the residents on the provision of services in the
next 2 years, when a large group of the original tenants will be
selling for the full market price to newcomers who do not under-
stand, or indeed, are interested in the origins of our
organisation.

K: If your question implies whether the quality of life in a community
like ours can be mainteined in future, the answer lies in what
buyers some of the selling long leaseholders will find, iL.e. with
what intentionsthe new people will buy flats in our cstate, The
general view held by residents 1s that when the {lats change hands
they should go from resident to regsident, and not from resident o
landlords who sublet their flats. As you will appreciate, that is
where the angwer is hidden.

R: Ly, in the near future, when we dispense with the services of our
present managing agents, and the Board presses ahcad with finishing
the major work that still remains to be carried out, it seems Lo me
that a small 'supervision pap' might develop. I think that we shooid
give the existing stafl a general brief ro use their eyes and ears
ROt Lo supervise or oversee outside contractors, but more to keep
a watch to make sure the work gets donme smoothly,



K: You are quite right in what you say, but we have to face the sad
fact that our blocks are now about 85 years old, and we will not
be able to ever say good-bye completely to outside contractors
working on the estate. But as long as I have a say in the matter
at all, they will be competent builders only.

R: I am quite surprised to find that large flats are being occupied
by single elderly people who must find the existing rates and cost
of service charges and mortgages quite a burden. I know our Board
is mindful of their problems and the relatively new monthly
'surgeries since their inception should particularly help them
in communicating their worries to the Board,

K: The surgeries were never overcrowded; this was a good sign, They
were most useful and informative both ways; to the callers,
because they could discuss their requests or problems with us
and to us, the members of the Board - because they gave us a

close reading" of our fellow residents problems - which is so
important when you act in their interest.

R: It was interesting to hear the other day that the new leaseholders
who moved into the block in the last twelve months, and presumably
paid the full market price or near it for their flats, tend not
to use the services of our already overstretched staff to the same
extent as the leaseholders who have been living in the block for a
considerably longer length of time.

Richard Golluer



THE NIiGHT THE BOMB STRUCK

It was the night of the 18th January 1944, This was during the time of the
"Mini Blitz", well after the big raids on London and before the days and
nights of the V 1 and V2 assaults. My husband and I lived in a flat on block
10~17 Buckingham Mansions. With us was my little son, then aged 2, and

his young nanny. My husband, who was a 'meutral alien', drove an ambulance
in London but he was at home that night because it was his night off.
Little Michael slept in one bedroom facing the garden, my husband and I
slept in the adjoining bedroom alsoc facing the garden. WNanny slept in the
littie room opposite our kitchen. During most nights I had to sit up with
my son, singing to him or telling him stories because he hated the noise

of the bombs and of the anti-~aircraft firing. '"Mummy stop the guns" is
what he used to cry. That night he did not cry and, as you will see,

this is what probably saved his life and mine.

They came late on the 18th. It was already well after midnight when I
heard the first plane. The Ack-Ack started at once. The Germans often
aimed for the tunnel exit of Finchley Road Underground Station because 2
anti-aircraft guns mounted on the tracks used to come out of the tunnel,
aimed at them and returned into the tunnel. They never managed to hit that
tunnel exit. There was a saying during the war that you never hear the
bomb that hits you. We heard it! The whizling noise is a noise you do

not forget for the rest of your life. 1If you are still alive. It was

the second bomb of a stick of 3. Number 1 dropped on a house on the corner
of West Heath Road and Finchley Road, number 2 dropped on the outside wall
of Buckingham Mansions garden side, almost at the bottom of it, and number
3 dropped on an old Victorian house on the corner of West End Lane and
Compeign Gardens. Number 3 killed some 30 German refugee girls living

there. Each bomb was a "thousand pounder".

Apart from us and our neighbours next door, to the best of my recollection,
the block was empty. So many people had moved out of London and some may
have been in shelters. The only people killed were Father and Mother and
their Baby Daughter in the adjoining flat. 1In our flat the window frame

in Michale's bedroom flew right over the bed in which he slept, the glass
breaking into a million pieces over him. He was not scratched! Had he

sat up and had I sat next to him we would both have been severely hurt or
killed. Blast does funny things. It blew off all the watertaps and

the water was streaming all over the place. It blew out the back of the
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wardrobe opposite our bedroom window and left the front intact. It
destroyed most of the furniture in the room furthest away on the West
End Lane side. It did not destroy all the furniture in the bedroom
nearest the blast. Some pictures flew off the wall, some did not. A
large mirror in our bedroom was not even cracked but a watch on my
husband's bedside table was in pieces. The only thing that mattered to

us in those first few moments was that we were all alive.

Friends in a shop in Finchley Road gave us shelter during the rest of
the night. My husband went to see the "Incident Officer", who directed
operations from a tent set up outside the block. He asked for
permission to go into the beasement in order to turn off the watermains,
thereby to stop the water running into our flat. Permission was refused.
50 he managed to climb up of what was left of the staircase to try and
enter the flat. He met another man. It was an auxilliary fireman and
he was a looter. He had things in his hand which did not belong te him.
My husband had a spanner in his hand to turn off the watertaps. A
fight developed and the man escaped. My young sister—in~law lived in
Honeybourne Road. The "Incident Officer’ had sent her to the mortuary
to look for us. There she found the poor people who lived next to us,

Can you imagine such an experience?

We recently went back to meet the present occupants. They are charming
people but they had no idea of what has happened in their apartment in

1944, May God give that no such thing may ever happen again.

.Dee.



OUR GARDENS

by Rudy Detsiny

One of the nicest features of our estate is our garden. The Gatden Committee
spends many hours on its upkeep.‘ The Board spends thousands of pounds on

its maintenance; It is a great pity that.this Tovely facility has been a bone
of contention for many, many years. '

The occupants of the estate are divided into 2 groups : those with
children and those without. The latter is constantly complaining about
children's noise; the former group complains about lack of playing facilities.
It requires a Board of SaTomdns‘to make both groups happy. The worst time,
as far as noise is concerned, is during the summer school holidays.

A new, and very disturbing aspect is that teenagers, not living on the
estate, use it without permission. (ne of your Directors, Mr Detsiny, was
actually attacked when he remonstrated with them.

What is to be done ? It is understood that hardly a Board Meeting passes
when this problem is not discussed. A new proposal has Come forward and
will shortly be discussed with the Garden Committee. A Donor amonét your
Directors, who wishes to remain anonymous, is prepared to buy a swing and
see-saw to be placed in ah area of the Garden néar the Head Porters' flat
and as far away as possible from the nearest occupants' flats. The whole
area will be surrounded by high fencing, so than no balls can disturb the
résidents. kven a sand pit may be added, as well as a small cyc]ing path,
useable only by small tricycles or mini bicycTes. Only children accompanied
by adults will have accéss. [t is up to all residents, who may still feel
disturbed, to ask the porters to discipline children who play ball, or use
a bicycle - other than sma]1'bicyc}es - outside the Children's Enclosure.

While there is never a guarantee that some children may not continue to
misbehave themselveé, the Board hopes that, at long last, our lovely flowers
and bushes will be protected and the efforts of the Board will, in every |
sense, '"bear fruit”.' '



ADVERTS

MINIVAL
207 Kentish Rown Road
for

Fashion Fabrics and Haberdashery

The best in North West London

RAZZALL RIVERSIDE BOOKS

For Individual Reading Requirements

36, Barnes High St.
Tel. 878 7859

LODHI FINANCE LTD

Licensed Bankers.
We specialise in Mortgages including Second Mortgages

23-26 Skinner Street
Gillingham, Kent

U634 56/11

VIDEO FILM MART

For all your Home Movie Requirements

260 Tottenham Court Rd., London W)



EFOR SALE

SHEEPSKIN COAT - DARK BROWN - SIZE 12

VERY GOOD CONDITION - £80

Phone 435 0B21 in the evenings or week-end.

IPALE TRAVEL LTD.
TRAVEL AGENTS

892, WEST END LANE - NL.W.B

Tel:(O1) 328 2128

FOR RELIABILITY BOOK THROUGH US.

JUST BEYOND WEST HAMPSTEAD UNDERGROUND STATION)

The Editor advises that before publication
date he was called abroad. Kindly excuse any
printing errors or any mistakes you may find.

RICHARD GOLLNER




